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INTRODUCTION

The English people outdid the nawab of Bengal in the battle of Plassey
in the year 1757 and within a short passage of time the English people
conquered the whole of India. The language of the British lion became
the language of those whom the lion ruled. With some people English
tongue became their mother tongue. Many of us learnt English language
within a short span of time. We started composing literature in English.
And now English language is one of the major Indian languages that
could be the vehicle of our literature. And surely literature in English is
very significant part of Indian literature as such. Rabindranath Tagore
who is a Bengali poet and who hailed from Bengal was awarded the
Nobel Prize for his writings in English language. Right now English
is one of the major Indian languages. Professor K. V. Dominic from
Kerala, India is one of the major poets in Indian English. K. V.
Dominic is acknowledged writer in Indian English language. He is a
major poet, essayist, critic, and short story writer in Indian English.
He edits more than one journal in Indian English. He is a path finder
for numerous authors & thinkers who are wont to express themselves
in English. He himself is a great writer of modern Indian English. This
group translates fourteen short stories originally written in English into
Bengali language. The translation has been successfully accomplished
by Dr. Sabita Chakraborty & poet Biswanath Kundu together. Dr.
Sabita Chakraborty is at present a senior teacher of Philosophy at Joypur
Panchanan Roy College. She excels in the presentation of the songs
composed by Rabindranath. Poet Biswanath Kundu is also a name in the
realm of modern Indian English poetry. He has of late published Poetry
Dot 6, a book of poems composed in English. It has drawn the attention
of numerous readers. The French photographer and painter Dominique
de Miscault has illustrated the book of poems. The joint venture of



Biswanath and Sabita in bringing out the translation into Bengali
language has attained a niche in the realm of translation literature.
Every sentence of Dominic has been mutually read by both Sabita and
Biswanath till it has been transformed into Bengali. Translation is a
unique activity where two languages participate. They are the source
language and target language. The aim of translation is to transform the
idiom of source language into the idiom of target language. The short
stories of K. V. Dominic have been posed with the different materials
and motifs of Indian thought system. Dominic has deftly used the notion
of transmigration of soul. Because of these motifs Dominic’s short
stories stand out in world literature. Anyone who peruses Dominic no
matter to which country or language he or she belongs to will get a first
hand experience of authentic Indian culture. Dominic belongs to Kerala
that is why the landscape of Kerala and Malayalam culture, custom
and faith are littered in the short stories. Dominic’s short stories have
gushed forth from deep love and compassion. He is not a modernist in
the so-called sense of the term. He has employed the theory of karma
and transmigration of soul to raise his short stories. They are didactic
withal with great skill. Biswanath and Sabita have transformed English
language, the background and the culture as well as the nature of Kerala
into the linguistic echo-system of Bengali language. Bengali readers will
read these stories as if they are composed in their mother tongue or
Bengali. Of course, since the short stories have been largely forged
against the background of Keralitic milieu there has been a strangeness
added to the seas and lagoons of Kerala. The defamiliarization of nature
& culture is bound to draw the Bengali readers to the short stories.
Thanks are due to Dominic who has recreated Kerala, nature and culture
with great power and force. We, Bengali readers are grateful to the
translators for blowing the mind dank with sea waters and conch voice
of the seas through the plains and hills of Bengal. Thank you Sabita and
thank you Biswanath.

Dr. Ramesh Chandra Mukhopadhyaya
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